Beat: Politics

MALTESE MEP ROBERTA MESTOLA ELECTED AS PRESIDENT OF THE
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

WTIH 458 VOTES IN 1ST ROUND
Paris, Washington DC, 19.01.2022, 15:08 Time

USPA NEWS - Last Tuesday 18 Janvier, MEPs elected Roberta Metsola (EPP, MT) as President of the European Parliament until
2024, with 458 votes in the first round. Roberta Metsola won the election in the first voting round, where she received an absolute
majority of 458 votes out of 690 cast in the remote secret vote,among three candidates. At the beginning of the day’s proceedings,
Kosma Zlotowski (ECR, PL) withdrew his candidacy, bringing the number of candidates down to three.

President Metsola will lead the Parliament in the second half of the current legislative term, until a new Parliament is constituted
following the 2024 European Elections.

ROBERTA METSOLA WAS ELECTED WTIH 458 VOTES IN 1ST ROUND
Roberta Metsola (EPP, MT) 458?Alice Bah Kuhnke (Greens/EFA, SE) 101?Sira Rego (The Left, ES)57

Total votes cast: 690
Blank or invalid votes: 74
Absolute majority needed: 309

ROBERTA METSOLA IS THE 3RD FEMALE PRESIDENT OF EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Born in Malta in 1979, Roberta Metsola who has been an MEP since 2013, is the youngest EP President ever elected. She became
First Vice-President in November 2020, and was Parliament’s acting President after President Sassoli passed away on 11 January.
She is the third female President of the European Parliament, after Simone Veil (1979-1982) and Nicole Fontaine (1999- 2002).

Addressing the House immediately after she was elected, President Metsola said: “The first thing | would like to do as President is to
think about David Sassoli’s legacy: he was a fighter; he fought for Europe and for us, for this Parliament. [...] | will honour David Sassoli
as President by always standing up for Europe, for our common values of democracy, dignity, justice, solidarity, equality, the rule of
law, and fundamental rights”.

“I want people to recapture a sense of belief and enthusiasm for our project. [...] Dear Europeans, in the next years, people across
Europe will look to our institution for leadership and direction, while others will continue to test the limits of our democratic values and
European principles. We must fight back against the anti-EU narrative that takes hold so easily and so quickly. Disinformation and
misinformation, further amplified during the pandemic, fuel easy cynicism and cheap solutions of nationalism, authoritarianism,
protectionism, isolationism”, she added.

President Metsola underlined that “Europe is about precisely the opposite. It is about all of us standing up for one another, bringing our
people closer together. It is about all of us defending those principles of our founding mothers and fathers that led us from the ashes of
war and holocaust to peace, to hope, and to prosperity. Twenty-two years ago, Nicole Fontaine was elected 20 years after Simone
Veil. It will not be another two decades until the next woman is standing here”, she said. « Source : European Parliament
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